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For restless souls seeking aduenture in Paris, an ffieat experience awAits below

the city streets. The catacombs and seu)ers ffir a fascinating and thought-

prouoking historical look into the darkness beneath the City of Light

hey always moved
the bones at dusk
on  ca r t s  cove red

with black veils. Priests
chanted the bur ia l  ser-
v ice a long the way.  On
reaching their destina-
t ion,  the solemn parade
dcsccnded  down  the
newly dug staircasc. The
first arrivals formed the
deco ra t i vc  ra rnpa r t  o f
neatly stacked fernurs punc-
tuatcd at regular intervals with

skulls. Bchind it, bones were strewn helter-sl<elter

up to a depth of 100 feet in spots. Ir  wasn't  the

lovclicst of final resting places, but it dovetailed

wel l  w i th  the  nceds  o f  l  g rowing  c i ty .

For two centuries, the residcnts around the

C e m e t e r y  o f  t h e  I n n o 6 s n 1 5 - n e a r  t o d a y ' s

F'orum des Halles-had complained. There was

t h e  i n t e n s e  o d o r  o f  p u t r e f a c t i o n .  \ i / h e n  a

communal grave cracked in 1780, spil l ing into the cellars
of adjoining houses, the cemetery was closed. But what to
do with the overflowing graves and charnel houses?

The limestone quarries south of the city, abandoned in
many places by the late 1Sth century, were an obvious
choice. Since the l3th century, open-pit mines were no
longer used, underground tunnels or galleries having
become the norm. Gypsum had been extracted here for
plaster and limestone for buildings, creating a veritable
maze of over 2,000 acres. In 1785, the decision was made
to move the Cemetery of the Innocents to a permanent
underground ossuary. The Inspectorate of Quarries, created
less than 10 years earlier, chose the site. The process of
moving the bones began in April 1786 and took nearly two
years. The result was so successful, the authorities began to
move other cemeteries; this continued nearly nonstop until
1814, then intermittently until late in the 19th century.

Public visits bcgan
a lmos t  i r nmcd i l t c l y  w i t h

early patrorrs-in search
of  : r  sp inc-chi l l i r tg  ex1 'e-
ricnce-entering
accompaniecl by a quarry
foreman. A black l ine on
the ceiling dirccted
them; it is sti l l  visiblc
today in some areas. It

didn't help poor Phil ippe
Aspairt, however. This

hospital porter venturcd

akrne into the quarries in

November 1793 antl got lost; his boncs were
found I I years later by workmen.

No such rnisfortunes aw:rit today's visitor to
the Catacombs of Paris. Combined with thc
equally intcresting Sewers of Paris exhibit, a visit

to the city's burial vaults provides an offbeat,
subterranean look at thc Ciry of Light. In fact,

about the worst one can exDect at the catacombs
is a l itt le dizziness: Re sure not to descend the nearly 100
steps ofthe narrow circular staircase too quickly.

Two small anterooms hold an exhibit associated with the
catacombs. Ther"r one enters a long gallery that follows the
route of the street 100 feet above . The marks from hand
chisels are visible on the low ceiling, and there is room for
one or at most two people to walk abreast. This is no place
for claustrophobics.

Then come the ateliers, which demonstrate the three
methods used to support these quarry ceilings. There are
two kinds of stone pillars-one round, the other of cut
blocks. The third method relies on mortarless walls built
using detritus from the quarrying process. The need for
such support is real, if not obvious: lnDecember 1774,
nearly 1,000 feet of Rue d'Enfer (literally "Street of Hell")
collapsed to a depth of 100 feet.

Farther on is the ossuary entrance, announced by ->
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huge columns starkly painted in black
and white to resemble funerary shrines.
Above are the words "Stop! This is the
elnpi re oFdeath."  A heary cast- i ron
door bars intruders. At eye level on its
jet black surface a large white star is
perforated by finger-sized holes. A
piaque nearby attributes the "Catacombs

of Paris" name to Hbricart de Thury.
Appointed lnspector General of

Quarrics in 1809, he laid out the gal-
lcr ics orrc  l row secs,  His improvemcnts
cncompassed disposirion oF bones-
stacking them carefirlly-and a sugges-
tion book at the exit. Hc hoped to sur-
pess thc catacombs of Rorne, but Paris'
catacombs do not equal the historical
significancc of those in Rome-carly
(  .hr is t ian brr r i : r l r  wi t l r i r t  : r  p i tgan st rc ic ty .

Just bcyorrcl are the bones, ncatly
stacked to ncarly eye level. Femurs
mostly, with skulls used Fol acccnt;
skulls in parallcl rows and in sn.rall
tr ianglcs of thrce each; skulls forming
X i .  V \ .  l  l . , r t ' o t l t . ' r  g L o t l t c l r i L  I ) : r t t c l n s .' l 'he 

sourcc ccmctcry is clearly marked

with a chisclcd stone plaque bcaring

the clatc of transfer. Amongst thc half-

rni le of gal lerics thcrc are sornc 6 mil l ion

. k c l c t , , n s ,  , r  , . , r r P l c  , r f ; t l t l r t s ,  i r r s t  r i P -

t ions mcant to focus the mind on

rnortal i ty, ancl cvcn burned-out l ight

bulbs that aclcl to the sornber cf l lct.
' fhcre 

is, too, the slow btrt  constant

drip of water. In placcs, thc cci l ing is

covered with droplcts, and the milc-long

tolrr passes by two springs converted

to srnal l  wel ls. Sornc of the bones are

clanrp, but there's no n-rusty smell ,

only a pleasantly cool n"roistness in the

col- lstant rempcraturc of undcrground.

As I stop ttl lnarvcl at the cave-

lp5-5[1fs5 perhaps a dozcn feet in

diameter rising at least 30 feet-my

fbllow visitors pass by. First a French

father with his adolescent son. I  am

greeted with a bright smile and a happy,
"Bonjour." Then comes a young

French couple and, close behind, an

American family. He toting the video

camera, she stopping at the stone

bench to rest, the teenagers looking

almost too interested in all these old

bones. Next are two Japanese people,

perhaps in their early 30s. Thankfully,

none of these camera-toting travelers
are, at the moment, illuminating the
dark recesses with bright flashes.

The catacombs of Paris lack that
most ubiquitous of tourist trappings,
the gift shop. Not so at the Sewers of
Paris Museum, where a T:shirt,
umbrel la ,  or  key chain rhat  says
"sewers" in Frer.rch can be had. These
souvenirs are blue, a huc r-r-ratchir-rg
that of the uniformed personnel at
the museum. ()ne needn't look very
carefully to notice that the stafTare
departmcnt of s:rn itation workers.
Simply cyc thc stains on their ovcralls

Ncttfi snttLcr/ to t'.yr /rur/, s|ulls and.firnurs

arran gr:rl i n, t t s t h t t i c crnn b i u a t i o n s .firu t h c

minrl on tk'rnrtl tlrrnts ol lifi and rlcath.

or thc rougl-rr-ress of thcir worn hancls.
And no woncler-nra inta in ing 

, l ,300

rniles of sewers, sorrle rrearly 2(X) ycars
olc l ,  is  no p icnic .

tWelcotne to thc Mr-rsic.les Eg,r,.rts
de l )ar is .  Here thc h is tory of  water
in l)aris is told in four lanp;uages
(French,  Engl ish,  German,  and
Spanish) using a series of large display
panels containing reproductions of
painrings, prints, maps, and docu-
ments. Along with explanatory tcxt
and display cases containing scale
models, there are working samples of
equipment used to clear-r sewers. All
of this is in the Belgrand gallery above
the rushing waters of an operational
sand trap. It's a fully visible and audible
trap. Even the odor is authentic,
though surprisingly benign. In fact,
the entire museum is below ground
within a part of the actual sewer ->
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alifrl'nia Coast [- nivelsitv, a pioneer in the development of external degree programs,
lias been assistinc men and u'omen in the cornpletion of theiL Bachelot''s, N{astet''s and

Drxlolal degrees lbr or,er 20 reals.

Students nrar receile academrc
t r  cr l i t .  l , , r '  pt  cr i , , t ts r t  ot  k erpet icnce.
r)nrpan\, tlaiuins, militaLr sdtools,
sqlecirlized tnininu, u'orkshops & seminals.

'l'hc 
Llnir,elsilr''s strrdl ploulanrs are

rntlir iduallv rlesisncd tu allrm enlollnrent
at arrv tirne, iurd conrplction as lapidlv as
tirrrc and ubilitr l lennit, without nrandaton
cllssxxrnr ol lcsirlrrtct t'etlrrit 'erttertts.

for iulil 'nration on hou to qualilv for'
ruilvrnccrl plutrureut in a lJachekl''s, N'{aster''s ot'
l)or tolul pf0glanr in []usincss Administlatiort,
I' lunugcnrcnt. [']ngirtrcr'ing N'{anagcruent,

700 N Main Sl . Santa Ana, CA 92701
(7141 547-9625. (8001 854-8768

l'stt lttt l ttgt,l i luclt l ion ol Hcalth (lalc via internet: www.calcoastuniv.edu/ccu
N{ulugeurent , lgn lactgutAdr l isstgns01l icc.  E-Mai l :ccu@del tanet .com

Vru'rc going placcs.
Iiun4rc, Asia. ancl points
in bctwccn. You'vc gol

pcoplc to scc..fobs to clo.
Yorr necd to stav in toucl.r

:rnd it has to bc convcnicnt.
You r.rcccl WorldCcll. A
lighnvcight, casllto usc
pockct phonc dclivcrccl

to 1't)u prior to dcparture,
battcrics firlly charged.
Vrur phone {i'aturcs a

singlc numbr:r th.lt $rorks
in morc tlur.r 50 countrics.
Built in voict rnessaging,
digital clarit1,, rcliabiliq',
srcurity and a 24-hour

scnicc hothne make this a
gcat traveling companion.
It's an alfordable u'ay to

place calls to, and receive
calls liom. any phone in

the world. Nor.v out o{ the
U.S. doesn't ha'"'e to mean

out of touch. Call us at
T). -6 52-207 5 or toll-free
I-888-WORLDCELL

( t -BBB-967 5321) .
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S P A I N

@
Continuedfom Page 130
system, giving the visitor :r firsthand
look at the world bcneath Paris'
26,000 manholes.

Ancl quitc an interesting worlc'l it is.
'Iake 

thc two-century-old pipes that

are still in use, firr example. 
'l'hesc 

are
comparatively youn!!, as the history
cxhibits at the museurr makc clear.
Even in the Miclclle Ages, Paris had a

populatior.r of 200,000 and both fresh

water as well as sewagc were a problem.
Thc Seine supplicd th6 fs1n1g1-31
least to those living close by, with

aqucducts serving those farther
afield-while also carrying all of the

city's storm runoff and a part of its
sewage. The other part of the city's
sewage and wastewater was spread on

unpaved streets, meaning that much
of  i t  ended up in the Seinc rnyway.
By the time of King Frangois I
(1494-1547), the stench along the
river was enough to drive him from
his digs at H6tel des Tournelles: thus,

the advent of cesspools, whose use thc
k ing requi red,  and the gui ld  rhat
emptied them, the Maitres Fy-Fy.
Even with these improvements, sewage

pollution of the Seine continued and
Frangois I had to adjourn to more fra-

grant lodgings elsewhere.
Yet the population continued to

grow, reaching 500,000 in the late
1600s. Drinking water was by then

scarce enough to result in the creation
of another guild of workers. Called
the water carriers, their numbers
swelled to 20,000 in less than a century.

With their trademark pair of ->
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here is another way for com-
panies to sell excess inventory
or underuti Iized assets

at full profit. That helps generate
corporale cash. That gives manage-
ment better flnancial control. That
alternative: The Tradewell Trade.

"We serve as a trading partner fbr
companies that want to avoid costly
markdowns of excess inventory. And
The Tradewell Trade is a simple,
uncomplicated, efTicient transaction
to accomplish that end," explains
Tradewell's Bill Steinberg.

"We purchase merchandise at full
wholesale prices and assets at full
book prices. Payment is made in the
form of trade credits which our clients
use to reduce the cash cost of televi-
sion, radio and print advertising.

"Since our clients have already
budgeted for this advertising, the
use of trade credits represents
considerable cash savings."

In 1984 we coined the term
"Remarketing." At Tradewel I, our
policy is to complement, not compete
with, our clients' established distribu-
tion methods. To accomplish this,
we have developed a wide range of
channels of trade worldwide. The
client's guidelines always determine
where the products will be remar-
keted. The products are shipped
directly from your warehouse to
our ultimate customer. You know
the destination before the products
are shipped.

In fact, we are frequently able to
move the inventory into channels,
outlets and areas not previously
tapped by the client, thereby paving
the way to expand future sales.

Tradewell's in-house computer-
ized Media Department is staffed
with highly professional, agency-
trained buyers and traders. They
concentrate on achieving all your
media goals, as specified in the
media plan provided to us by you
or your agency.

"In my talks with corporate
management, I've found that a
trade agreement does more than
solve an immediate problem. It
opens new avenues for innovative
and aggressive marketing."
If you are interested in learning more,
call or write Bill Steinberg, President
ofTradewell , (212) 888-8500.

^-.

1)TMDEWELL^
Gorporcle America's lbod ing portner-Worldwide.

845 Third Avenue, New York, Ny I 0022 o {2 I 2) 888-850O . FAX 12121 7 55_6312
MEMBER: CORPORATE TRADE COUNCIL, IRTA,

CORPORATION TRADE ASSOCIATION"
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Continuedfom Page 132
buckets hanging from a wooden yoke,
they attempted to offset the insuffi-
cient capaciry of the rwo pumps that
supplied warer from the Seine to
public fountains. Yet litde had been
done to improve the treatment of
sewage, nearly all of which still ran
into the Seine.

No doubt the cavalier attitude of
royal officials toward public health in
Paris helped sow rhe seeds of the
French Revolution. For nothing of
substance was accomplished in this
area until after the ancienr rdgime had

elcome to the

Musde des Egouts

de Paris where the history of

Paris'u)Atert/stems is told

in four knguages. The entire

museum is below ground,

giuing the uisitor a frsthand
look at the world beneath

Parii 26,000 manholes.

been swept away. Thereafter, change
came comparatively quickly. Under
Napolion I, a Mr. Bruneseau became
municipal works inspector, and he
promptly set about plotting a nerwork
of sewer pipes and storm drains. That
system is still in use now. Itt also
interesting ro nore that Victor Hugo
was a friend of Bruneseaut. This no
doubt explains the realisric scenes
from Hugot Lu Misirables, in which
the protagonist, Jean Valjean, makes
his way through the Paris sewers.

Napoldon also attacked the problem
of fresh-water delivery, seeing to it that
steam-driven pumps were insralled to
supply river warer to public oudets.
But wastewater, now collected more
efficiently than before, was still directed
into the Seine. As a result, the river,
overwhelmed by man-made wasre,
lost its abiliry to cleanse itself. Vith



the benefit of hindsight, the 1832
cholera epidemic is  no surpr ise.

More advances were on the way,
though. In the latter haif of the 19th

century, Napoldon III rnade Georges-
Eugdne Haussmann his prefect of the
Seine department. Haussmann, per-
haps best remembered for tl-re wide
boulevards he had laid out in Paris,
hired Eugbne Belgrand to undertake
changes to fresh-water supply and
sewagc treatflent. To improve the
supply of drinking water, Belgranci
had 350 rniles of aqtreducts 1-rttt in and
built two fi l tratiorr plants to purify
water f ion.r the Seine . ln aclciit ion to
creating many of thc machir.rcs uscd
toclay to clean sewcrs, Bclgrand also
set up a syste m that clischargccl wastc-
w:rter cLrwnstreatn ,rnc1 relicd rnostly
on gravity-fecl sewers.

Ancl cvcrr toclay thc improvctnetrts
continuc. These ancl f irttrrc ;rlarts lrc
explaincc{ using multimcdia clisirlays
in the Mille gallcry. Now, if Parisians
woulcl just curb their clogs.
Details, Details, Details
Clatacombcs clc l)aris, I l) lacc f)cnfert-
Rochereau (er.rtrance), 36 rue Rimy-
f)umoncel (cxit), I 4th arronclisscment;
TLI: 33 1 43 22 47 (t3 . 

' 
lb.l<e the Me tro,

REI{ l ine B or btts trurnber 36 or 68
to  [ ) c r r l i r t -  Ro . l t c r . ' : r u  n re  r r ( )  s t i l t i ( ) r l .
' l 'hc 

cataconrb cntrancc is across thc
strect .  Admiss ior . r :  I r27 (US$5.25) .

Hours:' l iresclay-|riday, 2 p.rn.-4 p.m.;
Saturclay and Sunday, 9 a.m. I I a.m.
and 2 p.m.-4 p.rn. Self-guiclecl visits
only. Guicle Lrooklet (available in
Engl ish)  is  F20 (US$4).

Musde des Egouts de I 'aris, 93 Quai
d'C)rsay, 7th arrondissement; Tcl: 33 I
47  05  10  29 ;  Fax :  33  1  47  05  3478 .
Entrance is at the southern end of the
Alma Bridge (corner of Quai d'Orsay
and Place de la Rdsistance). Olosest
RER: Pont de l 'Alma. Closest Metro:
Alma Marceau. Hours: Saturday-
\il/ednesday, I I a.m.-5 p.rn.; closed
Thursday and Friday. Guided tours
available in French only. Free brochure
guide is available in English. '.t

Mark S. Gordon is a London-based free-
lance trauel writer.
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